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Holy Transfiguration Monastery, New Valamo, Finland, 6 August 1980

James Couchell, SYNDESMOS President

[…]

The record established by SYNDESMOS over the past 27 years in the areas of unity, mission, religious education, theological education and ecumenical relations is one of which we all can be proud. With the help of God and the leadership provided by persons from within our membership over these three decades, we have endeavoured at the international level “to keep the unity of the spirit in the syndesmos of peace” (Eph. 4,3), probably as much as is possible for a Fellowship of youth in the Orthodox Church. And when one realises that there was no organisation fulfilling this mission prior to 1953, and that there still is no international body or organisation making it possible for Orthodox men and women, or even for Orthodox hierarchs or the clergy to meet periodically, then one can begin to appreciate the unique role that SYNDESMOS has played and continues to play within world Orthodoxy. 

Our attempt to promote “the unity of the spirit” has not been something forced upon us. It has not come from outside. On the contrary, this necessity surges from within us. It brought us together, keeps us together and prompts us to continue and to increase our efforts continually. This need to promote unity by creating ever stronger bonds of peace and love is defined quite clearly in the first section of our Constitution, and is derived from the essence of our one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

[…] 

We all know that there are critical problems requiring solution within worldwide Orthodoxy, and as well as within the religious world in general. Nevertheless, as indicated at the start of our Festival
, we have “tasted and seen that the Lord is good.” We have experienced a foretaste of the Kingdom. We have received new inspiration to go forth into the world as witnesses and servants, in word and deeds. 

We really have nothing to offer people and the world but Christ and the Church. Our witness must be this conviction, and our service to this end, remembering that witness and service does not depend very much on what one says, but on what one is.

[…]

In concluding these brief remarks, I must say that I am convinced that our Fellowship is founded firmly on the “rock” of our holy Orthodox Faith. I believe, also, that we have only begun to realise the potential of our members.

Our participation today in the Eucharist, here at Valamo, on the great feast day of the Transfiguration of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, lead me to affirm that we are inaugurating and participating in a new day, a new epoch for SYNDESMOS. Let us rejoice and be exceedingly glad therein. Let us proceed to do and to be what we must be, united in “love, which is the syndesmos of perfection” (Colossians 3:14).

� The 1980 Assembly was preceded by the First International Orthodox Youth Festival.





